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Porter County Land Use Plan 
• Urban Development 

Area located around 
cities. 

• Suburban Development 
located by towns and 
areas with municipal 
type services. 



Public Preferences for  
Sustainable Land Development 

• Adjacent to or within incorporated boundaries or 
urbanized / town areas – compact development 

• Inward facing commercial development with corridor 
buffers and cross-access (interconnectivity) 

• Enhanced preservation and protective buffering near 
streams, wetlands, and other natural features 

• Residential development that ensures natural resource 
preservation through conservation subdivision or neo-
traditional subdivision style 
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Indiana Watershed Leadership 
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• Best Management Practices 
for Stormwater 

• Green Highways 
• Agricultural Practices 

 
 

 

Sustainable Infrastructure 

Native plants 

Multi-use paths 

Stormwater 
Detention 

Stormwater retention 
with habitat for wildlife 

Riparian/agricultural 
land buffer 



Other Development Scenarios 
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3. Parking Lot Landscaping 
Intent:  Landscape parking lots to screen unsightly views, add beauty and 
seasonal interest to these otherwise unattractive areas, provide shade and 
mitigate the “urban heat island” effect, and introduce landscape areas to assist in 
stormwater management. 
 
GENERAL 
•  Sizes:  2 ½” caliper 
•  Species:  Provide diversity and follow recommended plant lists 
•  Quality 
 

PERIMETER PLANTING 
•  Spacing:  1 per 30 linear feet of perimeter 
•  Planted setback:  7’ – 15’, as function of parking lot size 
•  Decorative fences or walls:  4’ – 6’ height 
 
INTERIOR PLANTING 
•  Areas:  5% - 10% of total parking lot area, as function of parking lot size 
•  Tree planting island size and location:  9’ x 18’, 9’ x 36’, or 18’ x 18’ 
•  Tree quantities and spacing:  1 per 125 square feet of required interior planting 



    

Intent:  Implement stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) in 
future developments to balance growth, preservation of a site’s character 
and natural resources, and off-site / downstream impacts.  Indicate and 
protect areas of special concern, such as wetland complexes, groundwater 
recharge areas, and areas important to recreation. 
 
NON-TRADITIONAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
 
•  Rain gardens 
•  Bio-swales 
•  Green roofs 
•  Dry wells 
•  Underground retention systems 
•  Porous pavement 

14. Stormwater Best Management 
      Practices (BMPs) 

•  Curb cuts 
•  Level spreaders 
•  Hydrodynamic separators 
•  Reduction of impervious surface 
•  Capture and reuse 
•  Water quality devices 



    12. Sustainability 
Intent:  Incorporate sustainable landscape and other development through 
use of native planting, enhanced biodiversity, low impact development, 
stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs), and other measures. 
 
•  Reduced potable water consumption through use of native plants adapted 
    to local climate conditions 
 

•  Mitigation of “urban heat island effect” through, for example, parking lot 
   landscaping 
 
•  Naturalized landscaping for common open space 
 

•  Native seed mixes 
 
•  Stormwater BMPs addressed in subsequent section 
 
 

 



    
Intent:  Preserve and protect intact natural areas by designating them as 
open space. 
 
•  Identification and improvement of open space parcels 
 

•  Maintenance of open space areas 
 

•  Plant species 
 

•  Ongoing monitoring and management of natural areas 
 
 

13. Natural Area Protection 



Stormwater Best Management 













Taltree Arboretum & Gardens 

Robert W. Thompson, Jr., AICP 
Porter County Plan Commission 
rthompson@porterco.org 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Porter County Land Use Plan
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26

